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Optional Reception Agenda
Time

Option

Reason

5pm

Cocktails / Hors d’oeuvres

5:30pm

Wedding Party
Introduction / Parents

5:45pm

Welcome / Prayer

6pm

Dinner

6:45pm

Toasts / Speeches

7pm

Highlight Dances
First Dance
Father/Daughter
Mother/Son
Wedding Party

7:30pm

Cake Cutting

7:45pm

Tribute Dances
Dollar Dance
Anniversary Dance

8pm

Bouquet / Garter Toss

8:30pm
11pm

Open Dance Floor
Reception Ends

Lets guests arrive, settle in, mingle amongst each other, and
allows time for the wedding party to finish photo’s, arrive at
the reception, and get situated for the reception.
Lets the guests know who is in the wedding in honor of the
bride and groom. Introductions include the wedding party,
ushers, parents, etc.
After everyone is settle in their seats, a welcome or thank you
announcement can be made to make everyone feel
appreciated and welcomed. This can be a time to pray before
dinner.
Yummy! 45 min or longer; usually the wedding party is served
first or begins the buffet line. Time depends on how many
guests are present and how much time the bride and groom
would like to enjoy their meal.
This is an opportunity for the Best Man and Maid of Honor to
speak as well as anyone else designated to speak. This is a time
to cherish the bonding of the bride and groom as the newly
married couple.
These sentimental dances are recommended to be done as
close to after dinner as possible to ensure everyone gets to
enjoy the special moments the bride and groom have with
each other, their parents, and wedding party. The later the
evening gets, the more likely guests will need to head home.
No one wants to miss these important dances!
Cutting the cake after the Highlight Dances helps keep guests
at the reception! After cutting the cake, guests usually begin to
say their goodbyes. It also gives dinner time to digest so
everyone can enjoy the cake.
The tribute dances are a celebratory way to welcome the bride
and groom into wedded bliss. Examples include the dollar
dance – helping them get on their feet as a new couple and
shows support for their future, and the anniversary dance –
identifying the fantastic couples over the years, usually ending
with the newest couple and oldest couple!
Fun Fun Fun! Removal of the garter is an event in itself!
Discharging the boquet and garter into a crowd of unmarried
passes on good luck to the next to be wed. Who doesn’t want
a fresh boquet of flowers or a shiny garter to hang in their car?
 This event also gets everyone pumped up and excited to
dance. Energy is flowing and everyone is having a good time.
Until 11pm

Questions we plan to ask you regarding your reception:
1. Where will your reception be located?
2. How many people do you plan will attend your reception?

